18	ETHICAL  DOCTRINES.
Malachi speaks more directly about marriage when he
terms it a covenant, concluded in the presence of God,
who looks with anger upon the treachery of faithlessness,
and in whose eyes divorce is hateful:
" The Lord has been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously; yet is she
thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. * * * *•
Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treach-
erously against the wife of his youth.
" For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth dismis-
sal." (ii. 14-17.)
§2-
The sublime ethical doctrines of the Bible concerning
the matrimonial relation are re-echoed also in the Rab-
binical sayings contained in the Talmud and Midrash.
The following is a selection from these sayings :
" He who liveth without a wife is no perfect man." (Yeba-
moth 63.)
"To be unmarried is to live without joy, without blessing,
without kindness, without religion, without protection, with-
out peace." (Yebamoth 62.)
u As soon as a man marries, his sins decrease." (Yebamoth
63.)
u First build a house and plant a vineyard (i. e., provide for
the means of the household) and then take a wife." (Sota 24.)
" No man without a wife, neither a woman without a hus-
band, nor both of them without God "    (Bereshith Rabba,?
chap. 8.)
" If virtuous, they are helpmates to each other; if not, they
stand against each other." (Yebamoth 63.)
" God dwells with the faithful husband and wife. Without
him they are consumed by the fire of strife." (l) (Sota 17.)
(l) This sentence contains, in the original, an inimitable play on words.
The word E*K ("Ish," the husband) and HffK ("Isha," the wife) have

